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Foundation partners are helping many
of Family Service’s programs serve
more clients in a variety of ways:

• The 80 children in Friends of the Children
will benefit from a gift from the 
Jack J. Smith Charitable Trust, PNC
Bank Trustee. Friends of the Children
also received support from the Lois and
Richard Rosenthal Foundation, and
from the Mitzvah Challenge—a youth
project sponsored by the Jewish
Federation which gives Bar and Bat
Mitzvah teens experience in giving back
to the community.

Friends of the Children is gaining
increased support on a national level as
well. After making a grant to the national
office of Friends of the Children, Michael
Bailin, president of the Edna McConnell
Clark Foundation, said this about the
program: “Friends (of the Children) shows
great promise. From everything we’ve
seen from scrutinizing the program 
top to bottom, Friends appears to be
doing what is necessary to help the 
young people it serves achieve outcomes 
that will help them someday become
productive adults. I would stake my
professional reputation on the likelihood

that Friends’ future evaluation will show
that its program is one of the most
effective models for working with this
country’s most at-risk children.”

• A grant from the Health Foundation 
of Cincinnati enabled Family Service to
hire a bilingual therapist, who will be
able to better serve people who speak
Spanish, French or Portuguese. 

• The Procter & Gamble Fund’s gift helped
support the International Family
Resource Center’s move to the McFarland
Center. The McFarland Center also
houses Family Service’s downtown
counseling office. The Josephine Schell
Russell Trust, PNC Bank Trustee, and
Toyota Motor Manufacturing NA also
contributed toward the renovation of the
McFarland Center.

• The Ohio Children’s Trust Fund will
support the Raising Great Kids program
for two years.

• Northern Kentucky’s Family Violence
Intervention Project received support
from the Target Foundation.

Other recent gifts came from the 
Federated Foundation, Sam’s Club, and
the Summertime Kids program of the
Greater Cincinnati Foundation.

Enrichment Programs
Continue Learning
Opportunities for Children

Impact/Impact Plus programs in Northern
Kentucky had a busy summer, with activities
for the children and their parents.
The summer program provided 60 youth

ages 8 to 14 with six weeks of daily therapeutic
recreation, social development, and learning.
Summertime activities are not always available
to children with emotional and behavioral
disorders because of their special needs. The
program, a collaboration between the Impact
and Impact Plus programs and school based
services in Northern Kentucky, offers those
opportunities for continuing psycho-educational
opportunities during the summer. 

Activities focus on weekly themes which
provide an organized structure for therapeutic
activities, learning, field trips and games.
Activities are designed to provide fun while
teaching/reinforcing interpersonal, self-
management and life skills. The children also
participated in a social skills group every day
except Thursdays, when longer field trips are
scheduled and social skills are practiced and
reinforced in a variety of environments. The
children visited East Fork Lake, Florence
Aquatic Center, Sawyer Point, Sunrock Farm,
and the Cincinnati Natural History Museum. 

The staff also accompanied 15 youth to
Kincaid Regional Theatre in Falmouth, Ky., 
to see “Forever Plaid.” The musical focused on
achieving dreams despite adversity. The trip
was made possible through the Summertime
Kids grant from the Greater Cincinnati
Foundation. Nikki Fangman, Impact program
director, proposed and planned the outing,
including a charter bus ride to Falmouth, a
picnic lunch in the park, and games in the
park before watching the play. Actors in 
the play pulled one child on stage to help play 
the piano.

One participant of the program said, “I’ve
done more this summer than I have ever done in
my whole life. This has been a great summer.”

In collaboration with NorthKey Community
Care, parents and children in the Impact Parent
Support Group had a picnic at Boone Woods
Park. Events included Survivor-style games for
the children, and a guest speaker for the adults.

Foundation Gifts Support
Family Service Programs

Robert Killins of the
Procter & Gamble Fund
(second from right), with
Family Service President 
Arlene Herman, board
member Judy Gibbons, and
Carl Rayburn, director of
the International Family
Resource Center.



The Retired and Senior Volunteer Program hosted its annual luncheon in the spring to thank the more
than 300 people who spent give their time in the community through RSVP. On the luncheon committee
were: Bob Steinman, Vickie Brown, Gretchen Dinerman, Jan Lawson, Page Williams, Vickie Memmel,
Nancy Tanner,and Mike Dutle.

A festive open house in April celebrated Family Service's new
McFarland Center downtown, which houses the downtown
counseling offices and the International Family Resource
Center. Clockwise from top left: Co-chairs for the event were
Dr. Patricia O'Reilly and Dr. Ernie Barbeau. Members of the
dance troupe Que Lindo es Panama provided entertainment.

Students in classes for English for Speakers of Other Languages
expressed their gratitude with this mural in many languages 
to all who attended. The centerpiece for the open house 
was "Home of the Brave," a watercolor created for the
International Family Resource Center by Sharonville artist
Kathleen Wickemeier. 

Family Service honored John and Carrie Hayden in May 
at the annual An Evening To Savor. The Haydens have
offered their consistent and loyal support to Family Service,
and to families in Greater Cincinnati and Northern
Kentucky, for many years. This year’s event, co-chaired
by David and Karen O’Maley, took place in the 4192
Room at the Great American Ball Park.

About 20 children in the Friends of the
Children program had a once-in-a-lifetime
treat over the summer when they visited
Paul Brown Stadium to watch the
Cincinnati Bengals at a pre-season mini-
camp. The kids and their Friends toured 
the stadium, watched the football team go
through a number of drills, listened to
former Bengal and the team’s spokesperson,
Eric Ball, talk about how players prepare
for the upcoming season, and met the
players and Coach Marvin Lewis. At left,
running back Corey Dillon signs autographs
and talks with the kids; below, the children
explore the team’s locker room.

The inaugural Friends of the Children golf outing
took place in June, raising $12,500 to help provide
educational activities for the 80 children in the
program. Nearly 100 golfers took part in the
outing at Belterra Resort in Indiana. After a round
of golf, everyone convened in the resort banquet
room for dinner, prizes, and live and silent
auctions. During the live auction, emcee Jim Scott
of WLW Radio (above) persuades golfers to bid 
on a signed basketball.
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Family Service Programs
Clinical Programs
Anger Management
Clinical counseling for families, 

children, individuals
Children’s Treatment Team
Co-Dependency Workshops
Family Violence Intervention Project (N.Ky.)
Impact Program (N.Ky.)
Sex Abuse Treatment
Sex Abuse Therapy Groups
Substance Abuse Treatment
Women’s Therapy Groups

Employee Assistance Resource Network
Professional counseling for employees of

contracted companies
Critical Incident Stress seminars
Workplace seminars on popular topics
Management consultation
Child care referrals
Legal referrals

Friends of the Children

International Family Resource Center
Citizenship Education
Employment Counseling
English for Speakers of Other Languages
Immigration Counseling
Language Bank
Life in the USA

Multicultural Information Services
Social Services
Spanish Classes

Life Skills Education
At-Risk Juvenile Program (N.Ky.)
Every Child Succeeds
Independent Living for Foster Teens
Kid Power
Options for Youth
Parent Education for Homeless Families
Parent Power
Positive Parenting & Responsible Parenting
Raising Great Kids
Retired and Senior Volunteer Program (RSVP)
School-to-Work (N.Ky.)

School-Based Services
Crisis Intervention/Prevention
Social service coordination
Safe and Drug Free Schools (N.Ky.)
School Attendance Program for truant youth

“Opt Out or e-in”
If you no longer wish to receive 

Family Focus,please call Jean Kowalski at 
(513)354-5619 or email at jkowalski@fsmail.org

and let her know. If, in the future you wish 
to receive Family Focusvia email, please 

email Jean Kowalski with your 
email address.

who speak French and
Portuguese. She has
lived in Mexico, Peru
and Spain, and has
worked as a therapist,
language teacher and 
medical interpreter for nearly 30 years. 
She is available for individual, couple,
family and group counseling and specializes
in women’s and cross-cultural issues.  

Family Service welcomes three staff members
from Volunteers In Service to America:
Gretchen Scronce and Geremy Bardon are
helping with fundraising and outreach at the
International Family Resource Center; and
Cindy Dale will join the Retired and Senior
Volunteer Program this fall to raise awareness
and recruit volunteers for public health and
safety agencies. 

President Arlene Herman (center) spent time with Family
Service friends extraordinaire Betty Goldsmith (left) and 

Jean Leach (right) over the summer in Kennebunkport, Maine.
Herman attended an executive leadership conference—made

possible by funds from an endowment provided by the two
generous women—near the summer home of Betty Goldsmith.

Congratulations to the following 
Family Service employees who have
earned awards for years of service to 
the agency: five years, Nikki Fangman, 
Enid Grant; 10 years, Matt Gerald,
Genie Hebert, Mike Schneider, 
Cheryl Waters, 15 years, Nancy King;
20 years, Pat Dyer.

Focusocus on on . . . . .

Family Service honored Western &
Southern Financial Group at National
Philanthropy Day on November 17. The
company has supported Family Service in
numerous ways over the years, ranging 
from its employees serving as volunteers to
event sponsorship and in-kind donations 
of printing and other goods. 

Family Service’s successful parenting
program, Raising Great Kids, served
nearly 50 parents this fall with sessions at
Parham and Quebec Heights elementary
schools in Cincinnati, and the Progressive
Baptist Church in Avondale.  

Marta Simmons has joined the Family
Service staff as a bilingual therapist. She
seeks to work primarily with Spanish
speaking clients, but also can serve those


